
 

 

FRENCH & INDIAN WARS 

The FRENCH & INDIAN WARS is a name used in the United 
States for a series of conflicts that occurred in North America 
between 1688 and 1763 and were related to the European 
dynastic wars. The title French and Indian War in the singular 
is used in the United States specifically for the warfare of 
1754–63, the North American colonial counterpart to 
the Seven Years' War in Europe. The French and Indian Wars 
were preceded by the Beaver Wars.  A major cause of the wars 
was the desire of each country to take control of the interior 
territories of North America, as well as the region around 
Hudson Bay; both were deemed essential to domination of 
the fur trade. Whenever the European countries went to war, 
military conflict also occurred in North America in their 
colonies, although the dates of the American conflicts did not 
exactly coincide with those of the European conflicts. 
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