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VIETNAM WAR - TET OFFENSIVE OF 1968

The Tet Offensive, officially called The General Offensive and
Uprising of Tet Mau Than 1968 by North Vietnam and the Viet
Cong, was one of the largest military campaigns of
the Vietham War. It was launched on January 30, 1968 by
forces of the Viet Cong and North Viethamese People's Army
of Vietnam against the forces of the South Viethamese Army
of the Republic of Vietnam, the United States Armed Forces,
and their allies. It was a campaign of surprise attacks against
military and civilian command and control centers throughout
South Vietnam. The name of the offensive comes from
the Tet holiday, the Viethamese New Year, when the first
major attacks took place. Hanoi had launched the offensive in
the belief that the offensive would trigger a popular uprising
leading to the collapse of the South Vietnamese government.
Although the initial attacks stunned both the U.S. and South
Vietnamese armies, causing them to lose control of several
cities temporarily, they quickly regrouped, beat back the
attacks, and inflicted heavy casualties on North Viethamese
and Vietcong forces. Militarily, the Tet Offensive was a
military victory for the US but a political defeat that marked a
turning point in the Vietnam War that had significant political
ramifications.
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