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WORLD WAR Il — OPERATION ICEBERG

The Battle of Okinawa, codenamed Operation Iceberg, was a
major battle of the Pacific War fought on the island
of Okinawa by United States Marine and Army forces against
the Imperial Japanese Army. The initial invasion of Okinawa
on April 1, 1945 was the largest amphibious assaultin
the Pacific Theater of World War Il. The 82-day battle lasted
from April 1 until June 22, 1945. After a long campaign
of island hopping, the Allies were planning to use Kadena Air
Base on the large island of Okinawa as a base for Operation
Downfall, the planned invasion of the Japanese home islands.
The battle was one of the bloodiest in the Pacific, with
approximately 160,000 casualties on both sides: at least
75,000 Allied and 84,166-117,000 Japanese. 149,425
Okinawans were killed, committed suicide or went missing.
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